
 
 
 
 
Page 4 of 6     *Resource Name or #(Assigned by recorder) 1175-1185 O’Brien Drive 
*Recorded by Alex Ryder 
*Date 12/11/2019              Continuation    Update 
 

DPR 523L (9/2013)                                                                                                         *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
CONTINUATION SHEET     Trinomial ____________________________________________
    

until the 1980s or 1990s, when O’Brien Drive was extended east to University Avenue. By 1993, an additional 14 office or industrial 
buildings were constructed along this new segment (UC Santa Barbara Digital Aerial Photography Collection 1955-1993). 
 
The Kavanaugh Industrial Park was not the only such development in the Menlo Park area during the post-World War II period. A larger 
and better-known example is the Bohannon Industrial Office Park, a 200-acre park located a mile to the northwest of the Menlo Parks Lab 
campus, immediately west of the Belle Haven neighborhood. This office park opened in 1954—a year before Clarence Kavanaugh 
announced plans for his own. 
 
Beginning in the 1980s, the rapid expansion of the technology sector increased Menlo Park’s popularity and housing costs. Today Menlo 
Park remains a highly sought after residential community. Facebook continues to expand as a major economic presence in the city, while 
Silicon Valley, the region that includes northwest Santa Clara county and southern portions of the San Francisco Peninsula, houses 
numerous major employers in the information technology industry. 
 
Ownership and Occupant History 
The original building permit indicates that 1175-1185 O’Brien Drive was constructed for Clarence Kavanaugh, a local real-estate developer 
and great-grandson of Charles Kavanaugh, an early resident of Menlo Park (The Almanac 2011; West 1983). Available city and county 
directories were consulted to establish the building’s occupant history. The building’s first known occupant was Physical Electronic 
Laboratories, which occupied the building from 1963-1976. The building was also occupied by Iconix Inc Scientific Instrument 
Manufacturers from 1965-1971. Cal Pipe Co. occupied the building from 1976-1988. Interlog Corporation occupied the building in 1977 
but apparently no other year. Rod L Electronics / Sonic Electronics occupied the building from 1979-1981. Dura Spray Foam Inc was the 
building’s longest tenant, occupying the property from 1986 up to the present. Menlo Park Windustrial occupied the building from 1989 
until 2003. C S Bio Co. is a current tenant, however city directory research did not reveal when this company’s tenancy began. The 
building has been owned by CCS Management LLC since 2017. 
 
National Register of Historic Places/California Register of Historical Resources Evaluation of 1175-1185 O’Brien Drive 
1175-1185 O’Brien Drive is not currently listed in, and has not been previously found eligible for listing in, the National Register of Historic 
Places (NRHP) or California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR). The following provides an evaluation of 1175-1185 O’Brien Drive 
under NRHP Criteria A-D/CRHR Criteria 1-4: 
 
CRITERIA A/1 (Events):  
 
Research did not reveal the subject property to have been associated with any event(s) of historical significance. The building is a typical 
product of mid-twentieth century suburban industrial office park development, which was a widespread development pattern throughout 
the South Bay region during the same period that resulted in the construction of many similar buildings that housed a range of small-scale 
companies. Research did not find the building to have been associated with any other important single events, patterns of events, 
repeated activities, or historic trends. Research conducted on the building’s owners and occupants did not reveal that the building fostered 
early or remarkable business growth for any of its tenants, or for Menlo Park at large. For these reasons, the building at 1175-1185 
O’Brien Drive is not significant under NRHP/CRHR Criteria A/1. 
 
CRITERIA B/2 (Person):  
 
Research did not reveal the subject property to have been associated with the lives of any persons significant at the local, state, or 
national level. The original owner of the office and industrial park that contained the building, Clarence Kavanaugh, was a local real estate 
developer from a prominent Menlo Park family, although research uncovered limited information on Kavanaugh and his role as a real 
estate developer in the South Bay. Kavanaugh does not appear to have been an especially prominent figure in and around Menlo Park 
during the post-World War II period, and his relatively small-scale development activities do not qualify Kavanaugh as a significant 
individual. Research did not reveal any other associations with potentially significant persons. For these reasons, 1175-1185 O’Brien Drive 
is not significant under NRHP/CRHR Criteria B/2. 
 
CRITERIA C/3 (Design/Construction):  
 
The subject property does not embody distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, nor does it represent the 
work of a master or possess high artistic value. The subject building’s architect is unknown, and the building itself—a tilt-up concrete, 
utilitarian-style office and warehouse building—is a typical example of mid-twentieth century industrial office park architecture found in 
suburban environments throughout the Bay Area. For these reasons, the building at 1175-1185 O’Brien Drive is not significant under 
NRHP/CRHR Criterion C/3. 
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CRITERIA D/4 (Information Potential):  
 
The subject property does not appear to be a source, or likely source, of important historical information not already captured in the 
historic record. Therefore, it is not significant under NRHP/CRHR Criteria D/4. 
 
Conclusion 
Based on an evaluation of the building under NRHP Criteria A-D and CRHR Criteria 1-4, 1175-1185 O’Brien Drive is ineligible for 
individual listing in the NRHP and CRHR. The property is therefore not a historical resource for the purposes of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in 
Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code. 
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Additional Photographs: 
 

 

 

 
 

Figure 2.  View of the east (left) and north (right) facades, southwest, 12/11/2019. 
 

 
 
Figure 3.  Historic map showing the location and extent of the Kavanaugh Industrial Park (two 

conjoined shaded squares, lower center). Source: The Times, May 29, 1958. 
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State of California – The Resources Agency Primary # ____________________________________ 
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NRHP Status Code __________
Other Listings __________ 
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P1.  Other Identifier: 20 Kelly Court 
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication  Unrestricted *a.  County San Mateo County
And (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.)
*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad Palo Alto Date 1997 T; R; of Sec ____;  B.M. 
c. Address: 20 Kelly Court    City Menlo Park   Zip 94025 
d. UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone 10S; 575206.36 m E / 4147990.32 m N
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) APN: 055-433-340

*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)

The building at 20 Kelly Court is a two- to three-story building containing offices and research and development facilities located at the 
north end of the Kelly Court cul-de-sac in Menlo Park, California. It is located within an office park setting that was historically known as 
the Kavanaugh Industrial Park. The parcel containing 20 Kelly Court is adjacent to other warehouse and commercial office buildings; the 
Hetch-Hetchy right of way runs north of the parcel. The parcel contains vehicular drives and surface parking that surround the building to 
the west, north, and east. The building’s façades are lined by planting beds containing decorative landscaping of grasses, shrubs, and 
immature trees. 

(See continuation sheet.) 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) HP8 (Industrial building)
*P4.   Resources Present:  Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  
accession #) View of south façade, 1/16/2021 

*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources:
Historic   Prehistoric   Both
1962 [ 

*P7.  Owner and Address:
CCS Management LLC
20 Kelly Court
Menlo Park, CA 94025

*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address)
Jon Rusch
ICF
201 Mission Street, Suite 1500
San Francisco, CA 94105

*P9.  Date Recorded: 1/16/2021
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) Intensive

P5a. Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures and objects) 

Figure 1: View of south (primary) façade, looking northeast; original building is at left, and 
2014 addition is at right. Source: ICF.  
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B1.  Historic Name: N/A
B2.  Common Name: 20 Kelly Court; CSBio 
B3.  Original Use: Manufacturing/Warehouse B4.  Present Use: Office/Research and development facility (biomedical) 
*B5.  Architectural Style: Utilitarian Mid-Century Modern/Contemporary
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)

Original building permits could not be accessed during the preparation of this DPR form due to COVID-19 restrictions. The building at 20 
Kelly Court was originally constructed in 1962 as a square-plan building with tilt-up concrete exterior walls. By 1980, an ‘L’-plan building 
was constructed immediately east of 20 Kelly Court, within the current boundaries of parcel 055-433-340. Historic aerial photographs 
reveal that an addition or canopy structure was constructed at the rear of the original 20 Kelly Court building between 1982 and 1991. The 
adjacent ‘L’-plan building was demolished between 2012 and 2014, the year the east addition of the building was completed. The rear 
addition or canopy of 20 Kelly Court was removed between 2014 and 2016 (NETR 1960, 1968, 1980, 1982, 1991, 2012, 2014). 

*B7.  Moved?  No  Yes  Unknown    Date: N/A Original Location: N/A
*B8.  Related Features: N/A
B9a.  Architect: Unknown b.  Builder: Unknown
*B10.  Significance:  Theme N/A Area N/A
Period of Significance N/A Property Type N/A   Applicable Criteria N/A 

Historic Context: Menlo Park 
The following historic context is summarized from Placeworks, ConnectMenlo: General Plan Land Use & Circulation Elements and M-2 
Area Zoning Update (2016) and supplemented from additional sources as cited. 

In the 1850s, Irish immigrants Dennis Oliver and Daniel McGlynn bought 1,700 acres bordering County Road (today known as El Camino 
Real) on the San Francisco Peninsula, approximately 20 miles south of current-day San Francisco. Oliver and McGlynn gave Menlo Park 
its name when they established “Menlough”, a series of local farms named after their ancestral community. Both Oliver and McGlynn 
constructed a gate bearing the name “Menlo Park.” This gate symbolized the community until 1922, when it was destroyed as the result of 
a car accident. 

A few years following Oliver and McGlynn’s settlement, Menlo Park became a desirable vacation destination for San Francisco’s upper 
class. Palatial houses were constructed on large parcels in the burgeoning community. El Camino Real served as a major thoroughfare, 
and historic downtown Menlo Park ultimately developed along this route. Completion of the Southern Pacific Railroad through Menlo Park 
in 1863, and its connection with San Jose one year later, exponentially increased Menlo Park’s accessibility to city-dwellers seeking leisure 
in a rural environment. By 1874, Menlo Park incorporated in response to its rapid growth and infrastructure challenges. When initially 
incorporated (the first of its two incorporations), Menlo Park included the land that would later be known as Atherton (Placeworks 2016).  

(See continuation sheet.) 

B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)   

*B12.  References: (See continuation sheet.)
B13.  Remarks:  n/a
*B14.  Evaluator: Jon Rusch, ICF
*Date of Evaluation: 2/5/2021

(This space reserved for official comments.) 

(Sketch Map with north arrow required.)
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Additional Photographs: 
 

 

 

 
Figure 2.  View of south (left) and west (right) facades, looking northeast, 01/21/2022 

 
Figure 3.  Historic map showing the location and extent of the Kavanaugh Industrial Park (two 

conjoined shaded squares, lower center). Source: The Times, May 29, 1958. 
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